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ABSTRACT

The goal of the work is to identify public space types in rural areas of Wielkopolska Province and
determine their specific nature by means of learning about the way and state of their management.
The research material is based on the results of a survey conducted in 2014-2018 in the following
five communes: Drawsko, Jarocin, Kaczory, Komorniki and Zaniemysl. The assessment of the iden-
tified space types revealed considerable differences both between the communes and the types
of examined common space. The overall state of public space management was evaluated as best in
the commune of Komorniki and the lowest scores were given to the commune of Jarocin. What is
worth noting is high repeatability of very good scores for places such as a school sports ground and
a village community room. It was suggested that a school sports ground could be considered a distinct
type of new rural public space. In rural areas more and more frequently one can observe facilities
which are usually associated with those available only to city dwellers.
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INTRODUCTION

The range and pace of transformations taking
place in Polish rural areas during the first two dec-
ades of the 21t century are comparable to the degree
of changes which occurred in the first years of the
period after 1989 (Przemiany struktury... 2006, Rola
srodkéw... 2010, Glebocki 2014, Kalbarczyk 2014).
These transformations include not only the economic
sphere, as an effect of e.g. the influx of additional
funds from the EU or the development of farm mul-
tifunctionality, but also the social sphere (Glaz and
Hasinski 2010, Kolodziejczak 2010, Wéjcik 2010).
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The phenomenon which cannot be overestimated
in the latter sphere is reversal of the direction of move-
ment of people from villages to towns. New rural-ur-
ban inhabitants of rural areas are only beginning
to be the object of academic studies (Matysiak 2019).
However, without a doubt they bring both a new
character and new (higher?) expectations regarding
the quality of life in a rural community. In this con-
text, availability and management of common space
in rural areas gain a new meaning.

Importance of public space for building good
neighbourly relations, and at the same time its
influence on quality of life, has been emphasised
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in publications of many researchers (Zimnicka and
Czernik 2007, Gehl 2010, Problemy ksztaltowania...
2010, Jagori 2011, Seholt 2017). The intensified pace
of suburbanisation in Poland increased interest in the
processes of rural area transformation in suburban
areas (Zimnicka and Czernik 2007, NiedZwiecka-
-Filipiak and Borcz 2010, Mierzejewska 2011).
Nevertheless, the issues of transformation regarding
public space management in purely rural areas are
raised slightly less often (Soszynski et al. 2016). For
this reason conducting research on rural public space
has been considered justified. In accordance with
the definition from the Act on Spatial Planning and
Development of 27 March 2003 (Dz.U. 2003 nr 80
poz. 717) a public space is “an area of a special impor-
tance for fulfilling the needs of inhabitants and
improving the quality of their lives which contributes
to establishing social interactions due to its location
as well as its functional and spatial features”. In the
literature one could find numerous types of public
space (Global public... 2016). Generally a public space
is divided into: streets and pavements, open public
spaces (squares, boulevards, watersides, esplanades,
avenues), green spaces (gardens and parks), and
non-identified, empty spaces. A more detailed
typology was proposed by Wantuch-Malta (2016),
who enumerates: new manifestations of architectural
types, revitalised squares and streets, new roads and
streets, green public spaces of a contemporary city,
integrated transport hubs and new public spaces
connected with municipal public transport systems,
commercial and retail spaces, waterside public spaces,
postindustrial spaces and former urban wasteland,
residential development, and complex systems.
The above-mentioned types refer primarily to urban

spaces. An interesting division of village public spaces
was presented by Goérka (2012), who distinguished the
following categories of new village common spaces:
playgrounds, village greens, village parks, squares
and streets, and special-use spaces.

As a research hypothesis, the work makes an
assumption that in rural areas there are changes
in the presence and number of certain public space
types as well as the way and state of their management.
The goal of the work is to identify public space types
of selected communes in Wielkopolska Province and
determine their specific nature by means of learning
about the way and state of their management.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The research material is based on the results
of a survey conducted in 2014-2018 in the following
tive communes: Drawsko, Jarocin, Kaczory, Komor-
niki and Zaniemysl (Fig. 1).

The study selected communes different in terms
of area size, population size, and population density
(Tab. 1), having a different location in relation to the
administrative centre of the province (periphery -
Poznan metropolitan area). Field research was con-
ducted in each of the communes at least twice, once
in the autumn-winter season and another time in
the spring-summer season.

Site inspections determined a type of public
space, its predominant users, functions, availability
and the way and state of its management taking into
consideration architectural elements, greenery and
special-use facilities. The state of management was
evaluated on a scale from 1 to 5 where 1 equalled a very
bad state and 5 - very good. In addition, photographic

Table 1. Basic data on communes of Wielkopolska Province included in the research

N.Iark.ed Name of a commune/district Area Population® De.nsity (.)f population Nur.nl')er of villag.e
as in Fig. 1 [km?] [inhabitants/km?] administrative units
1 Drawsko/czarnkowsko-trzcianecki 162.95 5866 36 12
2 Jarocin/jarocinski 200.23 45853 229 23
3 Kaczory/pilski 150.05 7952 53 12
4 Komorniki/poznanski 66.55 29 415 442 8
5 Zaniemysl/sredzki 106.76 6939 65 18

*as of 2018, BDL (2019)
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Fig. 1. Location of the examined communes in Wielkopolska Province

documentation was made for particular places. The
tield research was preceded by the review of literature
mainly on the development of rural areas and public
space. Subsequently, the gathered material in the form
of photographs, questionnaires and tables used during
the field survey was analysed. The division into basic
types of rural public place was adopted after Gorka
(2012) who differentiated the following categories of
new rural common areas: playgrounds, village greens,
village parks, squares and streets, special-use spaces.

The obtained results were presented graphically
and in the form of tables using the Microsoft Office
2016 graphics and word processing tools.

RESULTS

In the examined area of rural areas all types
of common space distinguished by Gérka (2012) were
identified; however, not in each of the examined com-
munes at the same time (Tab. 2).

The most diversified in this respect was the
commune of Jarocin where places belonging to each
of the five main types of space were identified; next
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came the communes of Kaczory and Zaniemysl;
the least diversified was the commune of Drawsko
with places classed only as two out of the five con-
sidered types of space. Out of the specified types
of common space the most frequently identified were
playgrounds and special-use spaces, merging all the
remaining types (Fig. 2). Due to high chances of clas-
sifying all places which did not strictly reflect the four
specified types of space as the remaining type, a type
grouping highly varied spaces, and at the same time
the most numerous, was created. It was affected by the
presence of spaces adjoining such frequent facilities as
a bus stop. However, in this case one could consider
suitability of classifying this place as the type: squares
and streets. Interestingly, the next most frequent type
of space was a school sports ground, closely followed
by space in the vicinity of places of religious wor-
ship (shrine, church, statue) and a village community
room. In addition to numerous school sports grounds,
the presence of many sports recreation facilities was
observed, e.g.: an outdoor gym, a sports hall, a marina
on a lake; and leisure facilities such as a bonfire area,
a lake beach, and a theme park (Fig. 3). The above
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Table 2. Types of public space in selected rural communes in Wielkopolska Province - identification

Rural commune

Types of public space : - -
Drawsko  Jarocin Kaczory Komorniki Zaniemysl

Playground Y (16) Y (22) Y (6) Y (8) Y (7)
Pasture ground N Y (1) N N N
Village park N Y (5) Y (2) Y (1) Y (2)
Village square (including market square) N Y (4) Y (4) N Y (1)
- special spaces, including:

- sports field Y (4) Y (4) Y (15) Y (17) Y (2)
- sports hall N N Y (1) N Y (1)
- outdoor gym Y (3) Y (2) N Y (1) Y (1)
— rural club room Y (1) Y (9) Y (13) Y (2) Y (3)
- railway station Y (1) Y (4) Y (1) N N

- bus stop Y (19) Y (18) Y (5) Y (>20) Y (11)
- area adjacent to religious sites (church, roadside shrine/figure) Y (21) Y (6) Y (5) Y (2) Y (3)
- public library N Y (2) N Y (1) Y (2)
- beach Y (2) N Y (2) Y (1) Y (3)
- place for a bonfire Y (14) Y (2) Y (2) N N

- theme park Y (1) N N N N

- marina/harbor Y (1) N N N N

Explanations: Y - confirmed occurrence of a given type of space; N - no identification of a given type of space (in brackets —
the number of identified places of a given type in a given commune)

M playground
| pasture ground

village park

village square

(including market square)
| special spaces

Fig. 2. Structure of public space types [%] in rural areas of selected communes in

Wielkopolska Province

mentioned places usually occur individually and
only in some of the communes, but their presence
in rural areas cannot be omitted. Frequent and
relatively numerous sports grounds justify the sense
of separating them and treating as another type
of common space present in rural areas.

The assessment of the state of the identified types
of space showed considerable differences both between
the communes and the types of examined common
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space. The state of common space evaluated in several
villages in each of the communes differed in the range
of awarded scores and therefore the results were not
averaged for a commune, but all the most frequent
scores were listed. Thanks to this, the actual state
of management of these spaces was reflected better.
In the overall evaluation of common space manage-
ment, the commune of Komorniki ranked highest;
it was given very good and good scores (Tab. 3).

@ekalb@amu.edu.pl



Kalbarczyk, E. (2020). Transformation of public space in rural areas - identification and assessment of its management in selected
communes of Wielkopolska Province. Acta Sci. Pol. Administratio Locorum 19(2), 77-84.

16.2

32.0

M sport field
W sport Hall
outdoor gym
rural club room
M railway station
M bus stop
B area adjacent to religious sites
B public library
B beach
M place for a bonfire
theme park
W marina/harbor

Fig. 3. Types of special public space [%] in rural areas of selected communes in Wielkopolska

Province

Table 3. Assessment of public space management in rural areas by specific types in selected rural communes in Wielkopolska

Province (on a 1-5 scale)

Rural commune

Types of public space - 0 -
Drawsko Jarocin Kaczory Komorniki Zaniemysl

Playground 2;5 2;5 3;4 4 4
Pasture ground - - - - -
Village park - 4 3 5

Village square (including market square) 3 2;5 3;4 4 4
Sports field 2;5 1;4 2;4;5 5 4;5
Other special spaces 1;5 1;3;5 2;5 4 2;5

Explanations: 1 - very poor condition, 5 - very good condition

The lowest scores were given to common spaces
in the commune of Jarocin; some of them (e.g. an
outdoor gym) were even assessed as very bad. What
was noticed was high repeatability of good and very
good scores for places such as: a sports ground,
a village community room or a playground.

DISCUSSION

The common space in rural areas identified in the
work differs in many respects, e.g. functions served,
availability, the state of its management and equip-
ment; however, they are all aimed at fulfilling the
need of direct contact between the members of a local
community. Such understanding of public space is
close to the definition of this notion by Lorens (2010).
In definitions of public space applied by other authors
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a differentiating factor was also creating conditions
for interaction and direct contact (Chmielewski 1996,
2001, Dymnicka 2013). According to Lorens (2010),
physical availability of space may be temporarily
limited by the way it is organised. Therefore, public
space may include not only open space such as sports
grounds or playgrounds but also facilities like a village
community room or a village library.

The work, while identifying the occurrence
of public space types, used a typology proposed by
Gorka (2012) which in a clear way enables classification
of common space in rural areas. The conducted
identification pointed to over-representation of
facilities/spaces of one of the types (special-use space).
Thus, introduction of another type of space was
suggested, i.e. a sports ground. Recreation facilities
were distinguished among types of public space
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by Soszynski et al. (2016), who, describing the
types of public space, applied a functional division.
On the other hand, Tomecka and Korzeniowska (2017)
distinguished such categories of space as: squares
separated from the spatial structure, areas adjacent
to service facilities and public buildings, space next
to recreation facilities, and space open to landscape
and roads.

In the overall evaluation of common space man-
agement, the commune of Komorniki ranked highest,
the lowest scores were given to common spaces in the
commune of Jarocin. It is worth pointing out that
the communes have extremely different locations in
relation to the administrative centre of the province
but a similarly high population density (Tab. 1).

The conducted assessment of the identified pub-
lic space showed more and more frequent presence
of very well managed places, highly rated by their
users, places which have been recently created or ren-
ovated. The facilities which were most frequently
renovated or arranged included playgrounds, school
sports grounds and village community rooms. It may
prove effectiveness of actions taken in the first decades
of the 21% century by rural communities, including
applying for funds for construction or renovation
of such facilities (Glaz and Hasinski 2010, Wéjcik
2010, Czapiewska 2011).

In rural areas one can increasingly observe facili-
ties which are usually associated with those available
only to city dwellers, such as a sports hall or an out-
door gym. Czapiewska (2011) noted that the changes
occurring in rural areas assume a character of a large
social movement, which in the long-term may lead
to transformation of “the image of the Polish coun-
tryside”. The observations made in this work may
indirectly serve as another proof of large-scale trans-
formations which have been taking place in rural areas
since the 1990s. Multifunctional development of rural
areas, initiated at that time, at first mainly through
ecological agriculture and agritourism (Bobrowski
2006, Kalbarczyk and Kalbarczyk 2007), offered not
only new possibilities to village dwellers (Matysiak
2019), but also, in some rural areas, attracted new
urban-rural inhabitants, increasingly urban lifestyle
and new expectations from common space.
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CONCLUSIONS

The conducted assessment of the presence and
management state of the identified types of space
showed considerable differences both between the
communes and the types of examined common space.
In the overall evaluation of public space management
in selected rural communes of Wielkopolska Prov-
ince the commune of Komorniki ranked highest.
The lowest scores were given to public spaces in the
commune of Jarocin. Most frequently, very good and
good scores were awarded to such places as: a school
sports ground, a village community room and an
outdoor gym, which mainly results from the fact that
in recent years those objects underwent renovation
works or are newly-built facilities. The work pointed to
frequent presence of sports grounds. Therefore, it was
suggested that a sports ground could be considered
a distinct type of new rural public space.

The observations made in this work may indirectly
serve as another proof of large-scale transformations
which have been taking place in rural areas since the
1990s. In rural areas one can increasingly observe
facilities which are associated with those available
only to city dwellers, such as a sports hall or an out-
door gym.
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