Digital Accessibility Act of 2025, resulting from the implementation of the European Accessibility Act (EAA)

Alternative texts for images in scientific articles, also known as alt texts, should be concise, precise and descriptive. They should convey the content and context of the image, especially when the image cannot be displayed. In scientific articles, alt texts also serve an informative function for readers using screen readers and are important for SEO.
Rules for creating alternative texts in the context of scientific articles:
· Brevity and precision:
The description should be short, but contain the most important information about the image. Avoid unnecessary words, such as "In the picture you can see...".
· Context:
The description should match the content of the article. Think about what is most important in the context of the image and what information the reader should take from it.
· Avoid generalities:
Instead of writing "the graph depicts...", describe the specific data or trends that the graph illustrates.
· Relevance to SEO:
Alt text is an important part of search engine optimization. Use keywords related to the topic of the article, but in a natural and non-exaggerated way.
· For screen readers:
Alt texts should be understandable to people with visual impairments, communicating the content and context of the image.
· Examples:
Instead of "the photo shows a plant," write "Microscopic photo of plant cells in the division stage" (if relevant). 
Instead of "graph shows the results of the experiment," write "Bar graph illustrating the relationship between drug dose and serum antibody levels." 
If there is text on the image, include it in the description, such as "Table title: Results of statistical analysis." 
· Decorative elements:
Purely decorative elements that do not contribute significant information to the text should not have alt texts or should have short, neutral descriptions.
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